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L1.  Historic and/or Common Name: “Surfline,” California Southern, Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe, Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe 
L2a.  Portion Described:    Entire Resource Segment   ⌧ Point Observation   Designation: Encina Power Station Crossing 
*b. Location of point or segment: (Provide UTM coordinates, legal description, and any other useful locational data.  Show the area that has been field 
inspected on a Location Map.) 
Grounds of the Encina Power Station crossing located south of oil storage tanks. Railroad milepost 231.0 
 
L3.  Description: (Describe construction details, materials, and artifacts found at this segment/point.  Provide plans/sections as appropriate.) 
 
See Primary Record Description.  This thoroughly modernized line runs through the Encina Power Station complex, for 
most of its length, in a cut with vertical banks from 3 to 20 feet in height. 
 
 
 
L4.  Dimensions:  (in feet for historic features and 
meters for prehistoric features) 

a. Top Width  4 feet, 8 1/2 inches 
b. Bottom Width  14 feet 
c. Height or Depth  1 foot 
d. Length of Segment  4,000 feet 

L5.  Associated Resources: 
Agua Hedionda bridge 
 
L6. Setting:  (Describe natural features, landscape characteristics, slope, etc., as appropriate.) 
This segment is level crossing through the center of the Encina Power Station which was built around the railroad tracks.  
Across the Agua Hedionda lagoon the railroad enters a residential urban area.  Residences have grown up around the siding 
to the south as well. 
L7.  Integrity Considerations:  This portion of the tracks was re-aligned in 1906 to straighten the tracks, continued maintenance 
and improvements have altered the workmanship, design and materials of the line.  Urban development has engulfed the 

tracks further altering the setting, 
feeling and association. 
L8b. Description of Photo, Map, or Drawing: 
Encina Power Station crossing, camera 
facing southwest, July 26, 2007. 
 
L9.  Remarks: 
 
 
 
 
 
L10. Form prepared by:  (Name, affiliation,  
address) Cheryl Brookshear/Joseph 
Freeman, JRP Historical Consulting 
Services, LLC  
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110, 
Davis, CA  95616 
L11.  Date: July 26, 2007

L4e.  Sketch of Cross-Section  (include scale)   Facing:  North
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Historic Context 
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway began as the Atchison & Topeka Railroad Company chartered by the Kansas 
legislature in 1859 and became the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company in 1863.  The company expanded 
westward from Kansas through the Southwest generally along the old Santa Fe Trail, giving the railroad its common name 
the “Santa Fe.”  The railroad, and its subsidiary companies jointly held with others, created a system that stretched from 
Illinois to Texas to California by the end of the 1880s, getting its foothold in the latter state through its involvement with the 
construction of the railroad in San Diego.1 
 
During the 1870s, San Diego residents and business leaders could not interest California’s main railroad, the Southern 
Pacific (SP), to link their city up to the railroad’s state and transcontinental system.  San Diego booster Frank Kimball, along 
with the San Diego Chamber of Commerce, instead attracted Thomas Nickerson and other board members of the Atchison, 
Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad to build a line connecting San Diego with Santa Fe’s projected Atlantic and Pacific (A&P) at 
San Bernardino.  Nickerson’s group, closely affiliated with Santa Fe, formed the California Southern Railroad in 1880 and 
completed construction of 211 miles of track in 1882 from National City north to Fallbrook Junction, just north of Oceanside 
including the segment south of Agua Hedionda.  This line proceeded north from Fallbrook through Temecula Canyon to San 
Bernardino.  The California Southern also surveyed the line north of Fallbrook Junction along the shoreline to Fullerton 
(now in Orange County) at the same time.  Although California Southern successfully completed its initial line, there were 
early challenges that almost led to the railroad’s immediate demise.  The A&P was not built by Santa Fe west of Needles and 
in late 1884 and early 1885 flooding washed out large sections of California Southern’s track and structures in Temecula 
Canyon.  The railroad closed and SP threatened to take over the financially troubled California Southern.  Santa Fe seized 
greater control of California Southern to prevent SP’s take over and negotiated with SP to purchase one of its branch lines 
running from Needles to Mojave, through Barstow, in San Bernardino County.  Santa Fe then built the connecting line 
between San Bernardino and Barstow completing the railroad’s transcontinental line in 1885, although Santa Fe still had to 
lease track from SP to reach Los Angeles.  After the 1885 flood, California Southern did not rebuild the entire line through 
Temecula Canyon to San Bernardino, but rather constructed a shoreline route north of Fallbrook Junction on the coast to 
Fullerton completing the new line in 1888.  This became the main line between San Diego and Los Angeles.2 
 
California Southern built the shoreline route north from Fallbrook Junction to Fullerton to improve service between the two 
cities and as part of the Santa Fe’s larger strategic plan to secure its own lines into Los Angeles.  The shore route became 
known as the “Surfline.”  The following year, in 1889, California Southern and several smaller branch lines were 
reconfigured into the Southern California Railway helping stabilize the company during the region’s heady period of 
economic growth in the 1880s generated in part by the healthy competition with SP.  Although the San Diego and Los 
Angeles economy faltered along with the rest of the state following the Panic of 1893, the Southern California Railway 

                                                 
1 G. Holterhoff, Jr., “Historical Review of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company (with particularly reference to 
California lines),” as furnished to the Railroad Commission of the State of California, June 1914; and Donald Duke and Stan Kistler, 
Santa Fe . . . Steel Rails Through California, (San Marino, CA:  Golden West Book, 1963), 10-29. 
2 Keith L. Bryant, Jr., History of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway, (New York:  MacMillian Publishing Co, Inc., 1974), 96-
102; Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway, “Coast Lines Los Angeles District, Fourth District, National City to Fullerton,” timeline of 
construction, October 1918 (San Diego Historical Society Research Archives, Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Document File); R.P. 
Middlebrook, “The Fallbrook Branch,” Pacific Railway Journal, Volume 2, Number 4, November 1957; Holterhoff, “Historical Review 
of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company,” 1914; Duke and Kistler, Santa Fe . . . Steel Rails Through California, 27-46; 
and Douglas L. Lowell, “The California Southern Railroad and the Growth of San Diego,” Journal of San Diego History, Fall 1985 (Part 
1) and Winter 1986 (Part 2). 
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infrastructure laid in the 1880s and early 1890s established the ground work of even greater economic expansion in and 
around San Diego and Los Angeles during the first half of the twentieth century.3 
 
The construction of the railroad connecting San Diego to a transcontinental line produced a land boom in San Diego.  The 
competition between the two railroads, SP and California Southern, resulted in a fare war and increased marketing of land in 
southern California.  San Diego’s population grew to 35,000 during this period of competition.  The railroad increased 
competition between the ports at San Diego and Los Angeles.  Los Angeles’ port and greater access to rail service tempered 
growth in San Diego. 
 
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad reorganized into the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway in 1895, 
following a period in which the railroad fell into receivership.  Although there were several so-called “short-line” railroad 
companies in the San Diego region, during the late 1890s and early twentieth century, the Santa Fe was one of only two 
major inter-regional railroads in San Diego.  The other was John Spreckel’s San Diego & Arizona Railroad.  The Santa Fe 
purchased the Southern California outright in 1906 and continued improvements along the Surfline it had created in the mid-
1890s.  These improvements included straightening the line just south of its bridge at Agua Hedionda lagoon.  Consolidation 
of the smaller short-lines into the two main railroads in San Diego increased following the massive flood of 1916 that 
devastated many small lines and damaged portions of the Santa Fe system.4   
 
The Santa Fe used the Surfline for both freight and passenger service.  The railroad’s streamline “San Diegan” began service 
between San Diego and Los Angeles in 1938.  The railroad continued to maintain and improve the line and its structures 
throughout the mid-twentieth century, replacing an earlier bridge at Agua Hedionda with the current structure around 1950.  
Eventually, the Santa Fe ran two small self-propelled trains, the diesel San Diegan, and several other local passenger service 
trains along the Surfline through the 1950s and 1960s.  Santa Fe passenger service between San Diego and Los Angeles 
continued until 1971 when it was turned over to the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak), though the Santa Fe 
continued to run the service until 1986.  NCTD purchased the railroad route between the San Diego County / Orange County 
boundary line and the City of San Diego / City of Del Mar boundary line in 1992, granting Santa Fe track rights for 
continued freight service.  The Santa Fe merged with Burlington Northern in 1995 to become the Burlington Northern and 
Santa Fe Railway (BNSF).5 
 
This segment received new rails in 1989 and was resurfaced in 1991. 
 
Evaluation 
 
                                                 
3 Bryant, History of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway, 102-105. 
4 Holterhoff, “Historical Review of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company,” 1914; Bryant, History of the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway, 102-105; San Diego Union and Bee, February 7, 1897, 5; McGlashan and Ebert, Southern California 
Floods of January, 1916,”1918, 30-31; and Plain Truth, July 1909 (typed references, Carlsbad History Room, Cole Library, City of 
Carlsbad Library). 
5 James N. Price, “The Railroad Stations of San Diego County: Then and Now,” Journal of San Diego History, Spring 1988, np; San 
Diego Union, May 21, 1952; Lee Gustafson and Phil Serpico, Santa Fe Coast Line Depots: Los Angeles Division, (Palmdale, CA: Omni 
Publications, 1992), 183; San Diego Union, May 2, 1971; Gustafson and Serpico, Santa Fe Coast Line Depots: Los Angeles Division, 
183; San Diego Daily Transcript, June 19, 1992, np; BNSF, “Company Profile,” BNSF website, 2004: 
www://bnsf.com/media/html/company_profile.html (accessed May 2004); A.T.&S.F Ry. System, “Br. A-231 4th Dist. Los Angeles 
District, Ballast Deck Timber Trestle with Steel Stringers and Caps,” plans, Chicago, IL, April 1948; A.J. Smith in San Bernardino, letter 
to M.C. Blanchard, AT&SF Chief Engineer, Los Angeles, May 12, 1948; NSDCTDB Timber Trestle Bridge Inspection Record File, 
Bridge 230.6, February 7, 1994; Carlsbad Historical Society photos collection of Encinas Power Plant, 1950s; and Susan Gutierrez, 
Carlsbad Historical Society Historian, personal communications with Elsbeth Trask Cosart, September 2004.  Ms. Cosart’s family owned 
property near the Agua Hedionda bridge from the 1920s to the 1970s, and she remembers track work in the 1940s.  The railroad bridge in 
photos of the completed Encina Power Plant in the 1950s was replaced by the current concrete box girder structure in 2006. 
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This segment of the North San Diego County Transportation District tracks does not appear to be eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) primarily because 
of the loss of integrity of design setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.  If the line were determined to 
have integrity it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A, for is association with the development of transportation 
routes to San Diego.  The period of significance would be 1882 when it became the first railroad in San Diego until the 
resultant land boom ended with the 1893 economic recession.   
 
Field survey and research indicates that this segment lacks integrity.  The alignment was altered in 1906, and maintenance 
and technological improvements have further altered the design, materials and workmanship of the line.  Ties, ballast and 
rails have been replaced and additional crossings and safety features have been added.  The development of San Diego and 
the outlying communities has altered the setting, feeling and association.  The original line traversed former ranchos with the 
small settlement of Carlsbad established after the railroad was built.  Carlsbad did not become firmly established until the 
economy revived in the early 1900s.  The Encina Power Station now surrounds the railroad along with the residential 
development south of the power station.  The lack of six of the seven aspects of integrity prevents the railroad from 
conveying its significance and restrains its eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places or the California Register. 
 
Infrastructure such as railroads are rarely eligible under Criteria B or 2, the association with historically significant people, 
unless the individual was a significant engineer or designer, in which case the property is more appropriately covered under 
Criterion C or 3.  This track segment does not have and significant engineering or design characteristics that would render it 
eligible under these criteria and does not appear eligible under Criteria B (2) or C (3).  Under Criterion D or 4 the segment 
has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important historical information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




